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On May 5, the joint UN-Organization of American States (OAS) observer mission currently
deployed in Haiti released a report accusing the Haitian Army of continuing to commit serious
human rights abuses despite the presence of human rights monitors. The report also accused
government security forces of undermining the work of international organizations, thus providing
further evidence of the de facto authorities' unwillingness to cooperate with international diplomatic
efforts to resolve Haiti's prolonged political crisis. International organizations had hoped that
the presence of foreign observers would reduce the levels of violence and intimidation, setting
the stage for negotiations that could bring about the return to power of deposed president Jean
Bertrand Aristide. However, following the collapse in mid-April of negotiations aimed at Aristide's
reinstatement, the observers themselves became the object of taunting by government security
forces, and human rights abuses against the population increased. "The military has already begun
to get a sense that the international community doesn't have the strength to change things here,"
said Colin Granderson, head of the joint observer mission. "If the diplomacy doesn't come up with
something soon, things will become extremely ugly in this country." In response to the reports
of increased abuses and the failure of efforts to achieve a diplomatic solution to the crisis, the US
Congress's Black Caucus announced that it plans to use "all the legislative weapons at its disposal"
to pressure the Clinton administration regarding policy toward Haiti. "The time for negotiation is
over," said Caucus member Rep. Donald Payne (D-NJ) in a May 19 press conference. Payne told
reporters that members of the Black Caucus will push for implementation of an effective economic
blockade to replace the OAS-sponsored embargo, which has failed to stop shipments of petroleum
or other essential goods to the island. Other sanctions could include the freezing of assets held in
the US by Haitians who supported the coup. The Clinton administration had been actively pushing
a proposal to send a 500-member international peace-keeping force to Haiti in order to help create
a favorable environment for Aristide's return to power. Under the proposal, the primary mandate
of the peacekeepers would have been to guard against violent retribution aimed at supporters of
the coup in the wake of an eventual negotiated return to power by Aristide. The force was also to
be charged with professionalizing Haiti's military and police forces. Nevertheless, authorization
for deployment of such a force could not be secured from de facto prime minister Marc Bazin nor
from Army leader Lt. Gen. Raoul Cedras, which were key prerequisites for presentation of the
proposal to the UN Security Council. Bazin, military leaders, and numerous politicians condemned
the proposed force as unacceptable foreign intervention in Haiti's domestic affairs. On May 24,
the formal rejection of the peacekeeping proposal was delivered to Clinton's special advisor for
Haitian affairs Lawrence Pezzullo and the UN-OAS special envoy to Haiti Dante Caputo in Portau-Prince. Once again, the Haitian authorities appear to have successfully called the bluff of the
US and international organizations, which have repeatedly warned of "serious new sanctions" if
diplomatic measures fail. Although the rejection was followed by tough talk in Washington and
among members of the diplomatic community, some observers have begun to express doubts
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regarding the true extent of Washington's commitment to resolve the problem. "For weeks, the
Americans have been telling everyone that the [Haitian] Army is in agreement [with the proposed
peacekeeping mission], that everything is in place," said one UN diplomat cited by the New York
Times. "Then we come down here and see that there is nothing to it, absolutely nothing." (Sources:
Inter Press Service, 05/07/93, 05/10/93, 05/14/93; Notimex, 05/19/93, 05/22/93; Associated Press,
05/10/93, 05/24/93; Agence France-Presse, 05/05/93, 05/10/93, 05/14/93, 05/17/93, 05/19/93, 05/20/93,
05/24/93; Spanish news service EFE, 05/05/93, 05/10/93, 05/11/93, 05/17/93, 05/25/93; New York
Times, 05/19/93, 05/24/93, 05/25/93)
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